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Fear of Seeming Wimpy
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" Rep. Claude Pepper (D-Fla.), the

pardian of senior citnwu,nsirauk,at
liaat,aboﬁtwﬁyhesspomnﬂng
réturn to folly. He never heard of

~ Angola, he told a House commsittee,
- until’his Cubari-American oon(htuents
"~ cblled it to his attention. The
. of some 35,000 Cuban troops in Angols
‘iiéanaffrontwﬂ\efolbwhom
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their lives thinking up ways to foil Fidel
Castro. And Pepper responded with an
alacrity that suggests that avidity to
retain bffice is a quality that does not
dimmiahwnththepasshgyeam.

offershnnawonderfulchancetomake.

~ up with the far-right of his pasty, which:

was butraged by his support of the
South African sanctions. cmmuw
cannot handle the idea that a Marxist: ¥
government exists a world away,
The rabids went into orbit when
Secretary of State George P. Shultz

recently advocated holding off on aid - -

until the United States could wear its
mediator’s hat a little longer. A State
Department official met this week with
a representative of thie Angolan
government to give him a last chance to
settle with UNITA.

Rep. Matthew F. McHugh (D-N.Y.)
rounded up 100 signatures on a letter
to the president in which he said that
either overt or covert aid “waould
damage our relations with governmerts
throughout Africa.”

The result in Congress is much in
t, the late senator
exposed the abuses of
' were, incidentally, being

aired on Captol Hill while the agency,

was pressing ahead with its Angolan-
mterventxon and William E. Colby,
the agency’s director, was defiying it. .
But today’s Democrats have been
thoroughly indoctrinated in the horrors
of seeming wimpy on national security.
“Everyone is shopping arotind for,
freedom fighters to support,” says Kirk
O'Donnell, counsel to House Speaket
Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.).

McHugh hopes that some who voted
to repeal the Clark Amendment, which

" forbade aid to covert operations or

training for any Angolan movement
without authorization by Congress, will
draw the line on money that will
prolong Angola’s civil war. The head of
the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, Rep. Lee
Hamilton (D-Indl), one who
repeal— on grounds the presideat .
s.houldpeal not be specifically hampered in
any area of the world—is saying no on
mdl:: one knows that in Angola the
Nicaraguan formula will be used. That
is, we give enough :help to ke:.p the war
but not enough to win
gm}l;gw House members from farm -
states are going to explain why they
gave $27 million to help somebody in
the African bush when their own
farmers are being foreclosed is not
something they are thinking about.
But the chances that we will do it
again—squander millions of dollars,
hear hundreds of h%e and ruin countless
lives—are 50-50. Too many
officeholders the‘;s: da;Ls, m\ faced
with a problen,, y g
themsgves, “Whatg\lv‘:mld Rambo do?”

STAT

STAT

elease 2010/06/25 : CIA RDP90-00552R000201190001- 9 e




